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ESSAYS ON FRIENDSHIP      

Notations, quotations, and devotions. 

 

Friendship requires truth of mind, goodness of heart, and beauty of spirit. 

This three-part presentation explores the contribution made by revelation to the 

progression of evolutionary thought. Firstly, appreciation is given to the collected works 

on the topic over the centuries. This theme is then studied in terms of revelation as 

presented in The Urantia Book. And thirdly, all these concepts are used to develop and 

present further analysis of the topic in a universal framework. Such expanded realms 

can similarly be applied to other topics for renewed consideration.  

Introduction 

Essay 1 is a comprehensive set of notes written in 2013 by the late Professor Ralph 

B. Potter of the Harvard Divinity School of Harvard University. He was especially 

interested in the subject and wrote and lectured extensively on it. They are an 

expansion of his earlier work, The Ethics of Relationships - Friendship Seminar 2009. 

His writings on the subject are listed in the bibliography. 

The notes flow as in an essay and incorporate the thoughts on friendship by writers 

over many centuries. They provide an excellent study over twelve sessions. 

 

ESSAY 1    FRIENDSHIP - UNIVERSITY COURSE NOTATIONS 

A social ethical framework for viewing relationships 

Our central hypothesis is that friendship constitutes the most complete standard by 

which to measure the characteristics of other forms of relationships, such as, kinship, 

citizenship, relationships of proximity, task-orientation, authority and command, 

utilitarian and mercenary ties, professional bonds, romantic love, marriage, sexual 

involvements, and ‘social networking,’ support groups, etc. 

We will survey the broad span of reflections on Friendship in the West from Pythagoras 

in the sixth century BCE to the present and utilize our findings as background for 

reflection on what is happening, here and now, to relationships in a world with 

enhanced technologies of communication. Each week, as we discuss assigned 

readings, we will weave in students’ observations on their own practice and pertinent 

commentaries emerging today. 

Traditional markers of friendship 

Friendship as seen through the centuries has been marked by the following 

characteristics. Other relations may lack one or more of these qualities. 

1. Voluntariness 

2. Mutuality and reciprocity 
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3. Esteem and goodwill 

4. Common activity 

5. Sharing of inner life 

6. Continuing commitment 

7. Positive affection 

8. Equality 

9. Virtue 

Interconnections of friendship 

In considering the formation and maintenance of various forms of relationship, we 

will give special attention to the interconnections among the following points: 

1. The social context and roles within which persons encounter one another. 

2. The content of communication possible or suitable within the given context. 

3. The types of relationships that can be established and sustained on the 

basis of communication possible within given roles and contexts. 

4. The prospects for forming or modifying a sense of self in order to be the 

type of person who can sustain a given form of relationship with a specific 

other.  

5. The foundation and form of a “way of life” necessary to accommodate 

various forms of relationship.  

The structure of the course 

The course consists of twelve sessions and each session is based on an extensive 

reading list highlighting notable authors and their relevant writings on friendship over 

the centuries. This result of extensive research provides a collection of the most 

significant works available on the subject.  

The authors included in this study are shown after each session heading. Complete 

details of the publications supporting the twelve sessions are given in the bibliography. 

 

Session One - A Glimpse of Online Dating Today 

Author: Nick Paumgarten.  

 

Session Two - Introduction. Friendship as an Ideal Relationship: Ideals and 

Constraints 

The opening lecture is drawn largely from five unpublished mimeographed 

items by Ralph B. Potter. 
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Especially helpful collections of recent philosophical essays on friendship are 

contained in the following publications:  

Friendship: A Philosophical Reader, The Oxford Book of Friendship, The Norton 

Book of Friendship, The Book of Friendship: An International Anthology, A 

Treasury of Friendship,  

Friendship in The Bible. David and Jonathan, I Samuel, Proverbs, 

Ecclesiasticus, Gospel of John.  

Impostors of Friendship. Francois Marie Arouet de Voltaire.  

 

Session Three – Encumbered Roles as Obstacles to Friendship  

Friendship is not Cost-Free. Claude Fischer. 

Professionals and their Clients. Julian Bell.  

Colleagues in the Workplace. Suzanne B. Kurth.  

The Ambiguous Effects of Bureaucracy. Max Weber. 

Also see: Robert Patrick Barton Paine, Benjamin Nelson, Sir Walter Raleigh, 

Gerald D. Suttles.  

 

Session Four – Christian Criticism of the Preferential, Reciprocal and Exclusive 

Quality of Friendship 

Authors: Gilbert Meilaender, Soren Kierkegaard, Michael Pakaluk.  

 

Session Five – Friendship as the Vehicle for Self-Realization in the Classical 

Tradition 

Authors: Iamblichus, Joseph Morris, Michael Pakaluk, Plato, Epicurus, Walter 

Charleton, Ludovic Dugas. 

 

Session Six - Aristotle 

Authors: Aristotle, Michael Pakaluk, John Madison Cooper.  

 

Session Seven - Politics and Friendship in Ancient Rome: Cicero and Seneca       

Authors: Cicero, Michael Pakaluk, Seneca, Horst Hutter, Plutarch.  

 

Session Eight - Christian Adjustments of the Classical Heritage and Controversy 

over ‘Particular Friendships’ 
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Authors: Augustine, John Cassian, Aelred of Rievaulx, Michael Pakaluk, Adele 

Fiske, Desiderius Erasmus, Charles Lamb.  

 

Session Nine - Early Modern Discussions of Friendship, Secular and Pious 

Authors: Michel de Montaigne, Michael Pakaluk, Francis Bacon, Francis de 

Sales. 

 

Session Ten - Brief Essays from the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries    

Authors: George Berkeley, Samuel Johnson, Immanuel Kant, Michael Pakaluk.  

 

Session Eleven - Nineteenth Century Miscellany 

Authors: Ralph Waldo Emerson, Michael Pakaluk, Henry David Thoreau, 

Carroll Smith-Rosenberg.  

 

Session Twelve - Contemporary Philosophical and Sociological Perspectives 

Authors: Elizabeth Telfer, Michael Pakaluk. 

 

                                          ________________________ 

 

Explanatory note 

And that is the summary on the topic of Friendship by Professor Potter who lectured 

at one of the world’s best-known universities.  

He has assembled the planet’s foremost compilation of writings on the subject and 

presented them to Harvard students as definitive in scope. These course notes and 

the bibliography are published with the kind permission of Harvard University. The 

bibliography is included after Essay 3. 

This then is the stage reached by evolutionary progress. In this context, revelation may 

now be presented for the additional contribution it makes to contemporary thought. 

 

______________________ 



 

5 
 

ESSAY 2    URANTIA BOOK QUOTATIONS 

These excerpts have been rearranged to some extent from their sequential page 

numbering in the Book. This has been done so that they might flow generally in the 

form of an essay. This process can be advantageous in the study of a specific topic. 

ABOUT FRIENDSHIP 

In the early ages each tribe was surrounded by concentric circles of increasing fear 

and suspicion; hence it was once the custom to kill all strangers, later on, to enslave 

them. The old idea of friendship meant adoption into the clan; and clan membership 

was believed to survive death — one of the earliest concepts of eternal life. 

(787.6; 70:3.6)  

Human friendship and divine religion are mutually helpful and significantly illuminating 

if the growth in each is equalized and harmonized. Religion puts new meaning into all 

group associations — families, schools, and clubs. It imparts new values to play and 

exalts all true humor. (1089.9; 99:4.1) 

And all live religions encourage human friendship, conserve morality, promote 

neighborhood welfare, and facilitate the spread of the essential gospel of their 

respective messages of eternal salvation. (1092.2; 99:6.2)  

Personal friendships 

Some degree of moral affinity and spiritual harmony is essential to friendship between 

two persons; a loving personality can hardly reveal himself to a loveless person. (30.4; 

1:6.5)  

Of all social relations calculated to develop character, the most effective and ideal is 

the affectionate and understanding friendship of man and woman in the mutual 

embrace of intelligent wedlock. Marriage, with its manifold relations, is best designed 

to draw forth those precious impulses and those higher motives which are 

indispensable to the development of a strong character. (1775.7; 160:2.6)  

… marriage dissolution … indicates that Deity is not a conjoining party to such unions. 

If God has once joined any two things or persons together, they will remain thus joined 

until such a time as the divine will decrees their separation. (929.7; 83:8.4)  

“Happy are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Mercy here denotes the height 

and depth and breadth of the truest friendship — loving-kindness. Mercy sometimes 

may be passive, but here it is active and dynamic — supreme fatherliness. A loving 

parent experiences little difficulty in forgiving his child, even many times. 

(1575.2; 140:5.17) 

Value of friendship 

You can best discover values in your associates by discovering their motivation. If 

someone irritates you, causes feelings of resentment, you should sympathetically seek 

to discern his viewpoint, his reasons for such objectionable conduct. If once you 

understand your neighbor, you will become tolerant, and this tolerance will grow 

into friendship and ripen into love. (1098.1; 100:4.4) 
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In preaching the gospel of the kingdom, you are simply teaching friendship with 

God. (1766.5; 159:3.9)  

Friendship enhances the joys and glorifies the triumphs of life. Loving and intimate 

human associations tend to rob suffering of its sorrow and hardship of much of its 

bitterness. The presence of a friend enhances all beauty and exalts every goodness. 

One of the crowning glories of human friendship is this power and possibility of the 

mutual stimulation of the imagination. (1776.2; 160:2.8)  

Train your memory to hold in sacred trust the strength-giving and worth-while episodes 

of life, which you can recall at will for your pleasure and edification. Thus build up for 

yourself and in yourself reserve galleries of beauty, goodness, and artistic grandeur. 

But the noblest of all memories are the treasured recollections of the great moments 

of a superb friendship. (1779.4; 160:4.12)  

Examples at the mortal level 

“Take lessons from those who make friends with the mammon of unrighteousness, 

and likewise so conduct your lives that you make eternal friendship with the forces of 

righteousness in order that, when all things earthly fail, you shall be joyfully received 

into the eternal habitations. (1854.1; 169:2.5)  

The most effective of all social groups is the family, more particularly the two 

parents. Personal affection is the spiritual bond which holds together these material 

associations. Such an effective relationship is also possible between two persons of 

the same sex, as is so abundantly illustrated in the devotions of genuine friendships. 

(1775.5; 160:2.4)  

The impulse of friendship transcends all convictions of duty, and the service of a friend 

for a friend can never be called a sacrifice. The Master has taught the apostles that 

they are the sons of God. He has called them brethren, and now, before he leaves, he 

calls them his friends. (1945.3; 180:1.6)  

Examples at the supreme level 

Through the dark hours of the Master’s death, in the hearts of these apostles all 

reason, judgment, and logic were set aside in deference to just one extraordinary 

human emotion — the supreme sentiment of friendship-loyalty. These five months of 

work with Jesus led these apostles, each one of them, to regard him as the 

best friend he had in all the world. (1546.3; 138:9.1) 

The fact of the cosmic mind explains the kinship of various types of human and 

superhuman minds. Not only are kindred spirits attracted to each other, but kindred 

minds are also very fraternal and inclined towards co-operation the one with the other. 

Human minds are sometimes observed to be running in channels of astonishing 

similarity and inexplicable agreement. (191.6; 16:6.3)  

During your long sojourn on the billion worlds of Havona culture you will develop an 

eternal friendship for these superb beings. And how deep is that friendship which 

grows up between the lowest personal creature from the worlds of space and these 

high personal beings native to … the central universe! (221.4; 19:6.2)  
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ABOUT FRIENDS 

Examples of Jesus as a friend 

He (Jesus) is our understanding brother, sympathetic friend, experienced sovereign, 

and merciful father. (1405.5; 127:6.13)  

It is forever true that all who may think they are misunderstood or not appreciated have 

in Jesus a sympathizing friend and an understanding counselor. (1722.5; 154:6.9)  

His life association with us exemplifies the ideal of human friendship; only a divine 

being could possibly be such a human friend. … Through all these years of our failure 

to comprehend his mission, he has been a faithful friend. (1785.3; 161:2.3) 

“When I invite you to love one another, even as I have loved you, I hold up before you 

the supreme measure of true affection, for greater love can no man have than this: 

that he will lay down his life for his friends. And you are my friends; you will continue 

to be my friends if you are but willing to do what I have taught you. (1944.6; 180:1.3)  

Loyalty is the essence 

Keep in mind: It is loyalty, not sacrifice, that Jesus demands. The consciousness of 

sacrifice implies the absence of that wholehearted affection which would have made 

such a loving service a supreme joy. The idea of duty signifies that you are servant-

minded and hence are missing the mighty thrill of doing your service as a friend and 

for a friend. (1945.3; 180:1.6)  

He is the most truly unselfish person we have ever known. He is the friend even of 

sinners; he dares to love his enemies. He is very loyal to us. While he does not hesitate 

to reprove us, it is plain to all that he truly loves us. (1785.3; 161:2.3) 

I am a Mighty Messenger, and it may interest Urantians to know that the companion 

and associate of my mortal experience was also triumphant in the great test, and that, 

though we were many times and for long periods separated in the agelong inward 

ascent to Havona … we spent our time passing through Vicegerington in close and 

loving association. (245.6; 22:2.6)  

Love and friendship 

The theme of Jesus’ teaching on Mount Gerizim was: That he wants all men to see 

God as a Father-friend just as he (Jesus) is a brother-friend. And again and again he 

impressed upon them that love is the greatest relationship in the world — in the 

universe — just as truth is the greatest pronouncement of the observation of these 

divine relationships. (1615.5; 143:6.4)  

“Division can only be the result where two members of a family believe in me 

and three members reject this gospel. Friends, relatives, and loved ones are destined 

to be set against each other by the gospel you preach. (1824.6; 165:6.3)  

Making friends 

When Ganid inquired what one could do to make friends … his teacher said: “Become 

interested in your fellows; learn how to love them and watch for the opportunity to do 
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something for them which you are sure they want done,” and then he quoted the olden 

Jewish proverb — “A man who would have friends must show himself friendly.” 

(1438.5; 130:7.2)  

If you truly desire to overcome the habit of criticizing some friend, the quickest and 

surest way of achieving such a change of attitude is to establish the habit of praying 

for that person every day of your life. (998.6; 91:5.3)  

It is forever true that all who may think they are misunderstood or not appreciated have 

in Jesus a sympathizing friend and an understanding counselor. He had warned his 

apostles that a man’s foes may be they of his own household ... (1722.5; 154:6.9)  

Simon Peter … asked: “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive 

him? Until seven times?” And Jesus answered Peter: “Not only seven times but even 

to seventy times and seven. (1763.1; 159:1.4)  

Searching for that dearest of friends 

“Creation is in the Creator and the Creator in his creation. We search for the Most High 

and then find him in our hearts. You go in quest of a dear friend, and then you discover 

him within your soul. (1443.1; 131:1.5)  

“Man goes forth searching for a friend while that very friend lives within his own heart.” 

(45.2; 3:1.4) God as a living friend, a loving Father, the divine presence. (68.1; 5:4.13) 

The ultimate examples 

Greater love no man can have than this: that he would be willing to lay down his life 

for his friends — and Jesus had such a love that he was willing to lay down his life for 

his enemies, a love greater than any which had hitherto been known on earth. 

(2018.6; 188:5.7)  

Notwithstanding that God is an eternal power, a majestic presence, a transcendent 

ideal, and a glorious spirit, though he is all these and infinitely more, nonetheless, he 

is truly and everlastingly a perfect Creator personality, a person who can “know and 

be known,” who can “love and be loved,” and one who can befriend us; while you can 

be known, as other humans have been known, as the friend of God. (28.5; 1:5.8)  

Of God, the most inescapable of all presences, the most real of all facts, the most 

living of all truths, the most loving of all friends, and the most divine of all values, we 

have the right to be the most certain of all universe experiences. (1127.4; 102:7.10)  

________________________ 

Explanatory Note 

No topic should now be considered without the benefit of revelatory knowledge from 

The Urantia Book. It provides additional information to advance students beyond those 

levels achieved even by the leading scholars of centuries past. By applying these 

revealed concepts, a new generation of thinkers can present interesting insights in 

writings never previously considered. Such an essay is now presented. 

_______________________  
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ESSAY 3    FRIENDSHIP – FORMS OF DEVOTION     N. R. Francey  

True friends are sharing the eternal ascent; even now. Not a preview, but actually 

progressing toward divine goals with one another. This friendship overrides other 

connections that may exist between individuals. In other forms of their association 

there may have been intimacy, adventure, shared interests, or just companionship. 

But there are some things beyond these linkages that are intrinsic spiritually.  

Such people connect in unique ways; there is an understanding of each other, a form 

of communication, an inexplicable bond, the ultimate in social cohesion for the world. 

The depth of feeling.  

It is a love. There has to be, for it is required for true and enduring forms of friendship. 

Other motivations may be financial, a specific event, education, creative pursuits, or 

work. We are also connected by our cultural, religious, and racial affiliations. Plus there 

is the friendship of neighbourhood. And there are barriers to earthly friendships caused 

by circumstances, location, age, religion, health issues, race, language, and time. 

There may also merely be the appearance of genuine association; but it may be a lure, 

one sided. In contrast to the goodness of an association, there may be underlying 

negatives that bond. There may be co-conspiracy in evil, a partnership in crime, an 

ulterior motive. These may have hallmarks of a power structure for control, a material 

gain, or to exchange self-pity, but they are not life sustaining or enduring as such. 

Love harbors a fragility of trust, so all bonds below some level of shared spiritual 

maturity can disintegrate. Friends pursue worthy goals together. They do not threaten 

one another’s spiritual welfare. It is a love beyond the emotional or the affectionate.  

There is a true desire to protect against any discomfort. No advantage is sought in a 

situation, rather is there a reliance and a nourishing ability to grow through seemingly 

adverse personal or group challenges. The harmony requires sharing of Jesus’ values.  

New family love transcends mortal kinship. 

The sense of sharing especially exists in the mortal family with both the time factor of 

association and with the genetic aspects of hereditary. The family gives a unity but is 

not an eternal grouping. Yet it is the pattern; Jesus based his teachings upon it. The 

future will constitute ‘family’ groups that are motivated to associate for the purpose of 

task achievement, spirit belief, and soul growth.  

They may primarily endure to achieve a necessary outcome in accordance with 

individually chosen paths of progress. In this regard, Jesus referred at one time to his 

group of apostles as being a family. 

We are vitally interested in the welfare and careers of our friends. It is as though their 

greatness is in a way also ours. We identify perhaps because they are a part of us in 

spirit; we are aspiring towards Paradise together. Our mutual contact plays a part in 

facilitating superior outcomes, and in understanding friendship itself.  
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Real Friendship comes from Real Intelligence. RI not AI. 

None of this is a duty, for that condition does not signify true friendship. We serve 

friends joyously as do they in reciprocal ways. We enjoy their achievements, their 

qualities, their thoughts. The absolute explanation is that we love their personality. We 

love the uniqueness that God has bestowed upon them. We recognise its relatedness 

in our hearts, its compatibility with our own characteristics and aspirations.   

There will be an extraordinary selection of potential friends in the journey ahead. 

Perhaps there will only be so many who can be accommodated at the innersoul level. 

Even now in our concentric circles of friendships, few are inducted to the level of 

personal friendship where true selves are safely revealed. In time, these levels of 

friendship will be defined by the commonality of sharing the ultimate finaliter destiny.  

This has to be the case, for we cannot get to heaven in isolation. There are millions 

upon millions of orders of beings on whom we shall have dependency, for they will 

provide co-operation, leadership, teaching, and counselling. This makes friendship an 

ultimacy for we select our limited number of true friends from among those billions of 

contacts; even on earth this is the case although to a minor and limited extent. 

Friendship – love’s foundation. 

We live a life of friendships yet they are still difficult to define. It is like nothing else we 

can experience. It is a dimension that has been added to our lives; we did not as such 

request it. Friendship was presented to us to recognize, accept, and nurture.  

But what really is this dimension of love? It is a rock, it is a knowing, it is a reliability, 

an acceptance even of our true self. Somewhat unconditional. And even beyond, it is 

realizing we are finding some dimension of ourselves in another, so keeping the 

association within our inmost hearts. We know they will be there for us; they always 

allow us into their world.  

Perhaps they see us in a more glorified spiritual form even at this fledgling stage. And 

we never know the extent to which they will forgive us. 

We want to share our outer life as gregarious and social creations. We want to share 

our inner lives as spiritual brothers and sisters, as children in the eyes of God.  

Friendship also brings a responsibility in its position of strength. For even divine love 

has its severe disciplines. While courageous of speech, it is wise to have discretion in 

presenting information to others, even to our friends. It has to be directed to their depth 

of interest or capacity to receive. It has to strike a balance between the speaker’s need 

to be responsible to inform, and the value of retaining a desired friendship.  

Tact and tolerance avoid division. Perhaps honesty has to be wisely relative, not 

absolute. And from value-less behaviour we must walk away, knowing when, how, and 

what to say. 

Spiritual kinship is based on goodness, truth. and beauty.  

In the ascension career, spiritual kinship denotes family. Our biologic family is our 

beginning. It can demonstrate in mortal ways the unshakable bond, the heartfelt 
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closeness, the strength and power of belonging, a common ancestry, that can truly 

exist between persons in groups. This transfers into our spiritual inheritance of higher 

values and harmony in relationships. We elevate our mortal criteria of attraction. 

This is because spiritual family ties eventuate out of a similar form of hereditary. One 

that recognizes our common Father, the one Father of us all. Our best path to him is 

with our truest of friends; it cannot be otherwise. Some remain close for a season, 

some will fall by the wayside, some will disappoint.  

But beyond all the joys and the sorrows, there will be our everlasting friends, some of 

family, some of early days, and some we meet along the way. And certain earthly 

barriers will no longer exist. 

This kinship flourishes with true humour. The ability to reminisce about this adventure 

is an example, and relative to the sharing of life over time. Trust excuses good-natured 

repartee that only friends can accept as intended. Friendships are enhanced through 

play and reversion which is fun and most endearing. And forever there is laughter. 

Goodbye and hello. 

We share friendships with a beautiful balance of faithfulness. There is a knowing, even 

about life itself - the entrusting of the quest for eternal life. This feeling between friends 

is spiritually enlightening - they share the highest vales of the golden rules of living.  

Friends mortal and beyond endure the tests of times of separation, seasons of no 

contact, and reunite in a manner that demonstrates that the lapse of time was not 

relevant; proximity was not a dependent condition. Time together enhances friendship, 

and interruptions of extended separations are a spiritual hallmark. What distance might 

be involved in going to see a friend - a day or a lightyear away? It will hardly concern. 

Again, spirit is the guiding star. In that quest, we will pause our spiritual ascent for our 

friends, even going back to be with them for an era while they accomplish some 

required task. For there is something so important in their company that we refuse to 

proceed in our ongoing journey without it. We lay down our life for it; we serve its 

conditions unreservedly. How long might a separation prevail. 4 years? 50? 500? 

How do we cope with the process of saying goodbye to dear friends during those times 

of our spiritual ascent? The bond of love and friendship may accommodate the 

breaking of such strong emotional ties by magnificent forms of communication and 

virtual realism but they are no substitute for personality presence. Love endures 

relentless time and its heart-breaking timing to progress into timelessness – for a time.  

We cope by knowing that our close associates are following the will of God for them; 

they are gaining experience based on the most fortuitous plan for their spiritual 

accomplishments. Much as we are saddened we are also happy for them, and in that 

circumstance we find the degree of acceptance. There is no thought of self. 

Feelings remain to resume in the beneficence of saying the next hello in a celebration 

commensurate with the newfound level of personal growth by the individuals involved. 

The closeness of associations is enhanced by the new contributions; we benefit from 



 

12 
 

each other’s experiences. Communication and gratitude in such cosmic reunions is 

beyond mortal knowing. It’s certain we’ll smile more than we usually do. 

Timeless kindness nurtures friendship, the universal currencies. 

And yet … we aspire to know and travel with one friend in particular. There is one who 

will be perfecting in synchronicity with each one of us. This person is our forever 

spiritual complement as intended, as by design, and as is evidenced in our spiritual 

superiors of Michael and his Consort. Most Highs exist and function magnificently in 

pairs. No less then are we able to enjoy such a pattern of God’s intention. Few are the 

future missions for the lone traveller in our eternal adventure. 

This love is another dimension. It is not like any family association or even religious 

experience; it is different to that felt with any other person; perhaps it is an aspect of 

love closest to that of directly relating to God the Father. It is a quiet and unique 

worship, no doubt differing to the intensity of the worship of God we will experience in 

the realms of Paradise.  

Perhaps this unification of two personalities is a soul growth without which the total 

God experience is not possible; it is a necessary step to a purity of worship; we are 

learning to worship the Father. Love and friendship teach us those qualities we need 

to be, in order for us to domicile the shores of Paradise.  

Such a love and dedication between two persons will have its challenges in regard to 

the inner heart for there will be times of the wrench of mutually agreed separations. 

There will be those who choose to stay together from the earliest ascension step; they 

have their course. Yet it would seem that more often that is not the case, and diversity 

may be the more established path for growth optimisation.  

There will be assignments available based on abilities, interests, specific knowledge, 

past experience, location familiarity, deficiencies, aspirations, completing a team 

mosaic, and spiritual drawing power. No doubt the two indwelling spirits collaborate 

for nurturing the envisaged ideal outcome of the separate experiences for the eventual 

joining of souls - the ascension career in unison for both the persons and their 

personalised indwelling spirits. 

Friendship gives ascension continuity. Integral to survival. 

For a project or life stage each person of the pair may become part of different teams 

with relevant associations. It is another flight of faith. Ones loved will return in divine 

time to be by each other’s side if that remains the free will choice by each. One day all 

such separation and relative agony will terminate.  

Spiritual maturity will have overcome mindal anguish; the couple will travel only 

together for the journey that remains to Paradise. They will have completed the 

pathways of trust in God and trust in each other. They commit to an eternal embrace, 

a perfect choice with God who has thus decreed they never do part. Other vital 

friendships will continue but be project orientated, as has always been the case since 

the days of the mortal realm.  
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This is another example of laying down our life for another. We give loyal affirmation 

and affection for even greater rewards with the one loved. We learn to understand and 

accept the purpose of it all and communicate our love to the person of our commitment. 

Supreme clarity of intent with absolute honesty and unbroken communion with this 

dearest friend, as with God, provides an endowment of moral and spiritual harmony 

within the soul and within the treasured relationship; we refresh our souls in unison. 

This new energy is a form of fusion, not with mind and spirit as in the soul, but between 

the two mind/spirits of soul mates who become love-fused. It is a new majestic power. 

It has remained in both the shared and separated eras; the pair never diverge but ever 

converge. This spiritual mating of souls is tested and proven over time and space.  

The day may then come when they agree to journey together, a duality, but more a 

singularity in combination. This relationship will ever be unique in all eternity.  

The new relationship status is perhaps automatically recorded by time and place on a 

soul registry. It is a God sanctioned marriage equivalent to optimize mutual spiritual 

development by two individuals who have each experienced their own soul fusion. 

Having each found this pearl of great price, they have a joint sovereignty. Now soul 

growth may become fourfold.  

A new realm of sharing a spiritual connectedness begins. They are candidates for 

admission as a Finaliter Son and Daughter. The great mystery is the actual form of 

their intimacy of personalized love, adoration, and worshiping which occurs between 

two such personalities in ultimate devotion. 

The ultimate technique of trinitization 

During the ascension career there can be the experience of creature trinitization which 

is done by the union of two members of the same order attempting to bring into actual 

being a chosen concept of universal truth. This endeavour is not always successful.  

However, it would appear to be an opportunity to practice one of the forms of 

trinitization. Some may be prerequisites for finaliters to eventuate what would be the 

ultimate trinity - the reuniting with that aspect of the Universal Father that gave origin 

to the ascending pair who are the descendants of the Eternal Son and Paradise Mother 

Spirit. The two finaliters are originally the aspirants from the mortal realm who chose 

to seek God in the company of each other.  

They attain that oneness with divinity in eternity by the means of the ascension journey, 

through the ministry of the cosmic mind giving infinite reestablishment of the Thought 

Father, the Word Son, and the Act of the Infinite Spirit. These spiritual realities and 

material repercussions of Deity are ever correlated. In the eternal beginning, God 

instantaneously created the Eternal Son then the Paradise Mother Spirit.  

The One contains both of these masculine and feminine designs and their expression 

does not diminish the original God, for such aspects are inherent. Hence the Trinity. 

The subsequently appearing and experiential Trinities embrace the contributions of 

creature personalities. 
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And so this returning masculine and feminine complement, evolving and ascending 

upwards, and having divine components in a perfected unison, may be able to form a 

new godhead. They may self-create a trinity in the pattern of the Original by the 

ultimate form of the technique of trinitization - a trinity reunifying with the originating 

spirit of The One of no ending. Such unity existed in eternity in the Universal I AM 

before he ever became the Universal Father of the Eternal Son and Infinite Spirit. 

Finaliters are threefold and perfectly unified spirit expressions of the Eternal Son, the 

Infinite Spirit, and the once prepersonal fragment of God, now the personalized 

Thought Adjuster. An aspect of composite spirit has ultimately become threefold in 

expression and Trinity-unified in final realization. Spirit is always drawn back to its state 

of origin, and it now does so as a Trinity in relation to God the Father, the long 

ascension career resulting in the reverse of the once instantaneous.  

Friendship is our path to perfection. 

And by choice, by free will, we want to be with each other in these magnificent 

relationships of pure friendship. For friendship offers new realms to explore and know. 

Our mortal friends herald and foreshadow these even greater capacities. Whatever 

lies beyond our horizons, we remain personalities, and only personalities can and do 

love. And we will continue to love and need love as the basis of existence itself.  

The eternal career is one of friendship with all manner of universal and spiritual beings. 

Some such friendships will blossom into spheres of love, with a language of word and 

thought symbols, describing it in a thousand different ways. And mind concepts might 

beautifully represent those new dimensions of love in many thousands of ways.  

The ultimate of course is that loving association we ultimately achieve with our divine 

Father. On that parental basis first and foremost we can then add an infinitely unique 

friendship; faith becomes worship, and truth becomes love.  

This truest and greatest friend we ultimately find in God is a fusion of spirit. And the 

only way to this eventuality is through Jesus. He is also our perfect friend, an example 

of God the Father.  

He showed us how to trust in God, and in all matters to depend solely on the will of 

our Father. From them come the love and highest level of friendship we share with 

forever friends, especially with our divine complement.  

When all is said and done: Life is friendship with God and friendship with one another. 

 

___________________________________ 
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